
INTERNATIONAL DAY TO COMMEMORATE THE VICTIMS 
OF THE HOLOCAUST 

 
SPONSORED BY THE UNITED NATIONS OUTREACH PROGRAM AND THE 

JEWISH ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES 

The Jewish Association had the honor and privilege of being asked by the United Nations Information Centre 
to partner with them.  The purpose of the project was to have the Holocaust taught in High School’s in the  
Philippines.   There were three launching events.   
 
The First was at The University of the Philippines Integrated School.  We made a presentation before about 
400 High School students. Speakers were the Honorable Ambassador Vapni of the Israel.  Teresa L. Debu-
que, National Information Officer United Nations Information Centre Manila and a speech by Undersecretary 
Manual Quezon III, grandson of President Quezon.   
 
The second was the opening of the United Nations Exhibit at the Department of Foreign Affairs.  Keynote 
messages were delivered by UN Resident Coordinator Dr. Jacqueline Badcock; His Excellency Zvi Aviner 
Vapni, Ambassador of the State of Israel to the Philippines; and DFA Undersecretary Erlinda Basilio.  
 
Following the DFA opening was a dinner at the Synagogue.  Speakers were Commission on Human Rights 
Chairperson Loretta Ann Rosales,  Department of Education (DepEd), Rizalino Jose Rosales, Chief Adminis-
trative Officer and concurrent Officer-in-Charge of the Office of the Assistant Regional Director for the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR), and Lee Blumenthal. 
 
The following pages show pictures from these events plus a few tarpaulins from the exhibit.  The complete 
exhibit of 28 tarpaulins can be viewed at: 
 
  https://docs.google.com/leaf?
id=0B0ek2C8fz8_RMWM3YmE0NTMtY2EzYS00ZTg3LThiNTQtODE3MjdiZTc2ZTAw&hl=en&authkey=CKLV
wtEJ 

https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B0ek2C8fz8_RMWM3YmE0NTMtY2EzYS00ZTg3LThiNTQtODE3MjdiZTc2ZTAw&hl=en&authkey=CKLVwtEJ
https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B0ek2C8fz8_RMWM3YmE0NTMtY2EzYS00ZTg3LThiNTQtODE3MjdiZTc2ZTAw&hl=en&authkey=CKLVwtEJ
https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B0ek2C8fz8_RMWM3YmE0NTMtY2EzYS00ZTg3LThiNTQtODE3MjdiZTc2ZTAw&hl=en&authkey=CKLVwtEJ




THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES  
INTEGRATED SCHOOL 



EXHIBIT OPENING AT 
THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 



SYNAGOGUE DINNER 



Last year we received a communication from the United Nations Information Center.  Tess Debuque.  She 

proposed a project where we would partner with the United Nations on the International Day of  

Commemoration to honor the victims of the Holocaust.   

 

We discussed it and the whole board thought it is a very worthwhile project.  The obvious reason being for 

us Jews to not let the holocaust ever be forgotten.  To quote from the United Nations Outreach Program: 

 
Rejecting any denial of the Holocaust as a historical event, either in full or in part, the general assembly 
adopted a resolution  condemning "without reserve" all manifestations of religious intolerance, incitement, 
harassment or violence against persons or communities based on ethnic origin or religious belief, when-
ever they occur. 
 

It decided that the United Nations would designate 27 January -– the anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz death camp -- 
as an annual International Day of Commemoration to honor the victims of the Holocaust, and urged Member States to develop 
educational programs to instill the memory of the tragedy in future generations to prevent genocide from occurring again, and 
requested the United Nations Secretary-General to establish an outreach programme on the "Holocaust and the United Nations," 
as well as measures to mobilize civil society for Holocaust remembrance and education, in order to help prevent future acts of 
genocide. 
 

On January 27, the International Day of Commemoration to honor the victims of the Holocaust, the Holocaust and the United 

Nations Programme, in partnership with the USC Shoah Foundation Institute and the International School for Holocaust 

Studies at Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority, released a study guide and DVD to 

help high school students better understand how the Holocaust affected women. 

 

It’s called Women and the Holocaust: Courage and Compassion study guide and DVD focus on the experiences of women 

who heroically struggled to care for their families, maintain a sense of community, and preserve religious traditions in the face of 

Nazi persecution. The DVD features the testimonies of six women survivors. 

 

But more than this, the role the Philippines played in helping save the lives of many Jews is well documented. 

 

President Manuel L. Quezon knew about the Jewish plight in Europe and, as a matter of policy, the Philippine Commonwealth 

government opened its doors and welcomed the refugees in 1939, earmarking 10,000 travel visas to the Philippines. President 

Quezon also built a housing community for the refugees in Marikina and allotted vast tracts of farmlands in Mindanao that could 

accommodate as many as 35,000 settlers.  President Quezon and his government saved some 1,200 Jewish refugees from the 

Holocaust.  

 

Last January 27 we went to the University of the Philippines Integrated School.  There we made a presentation before about 400 

high school students.  The grandson of President Quezon wrote a speech which in part he said: 

 

President Quezon’s approval was also needed. Despite some skeptics in my grandfather’s administration who spoke of Jews as 

”Communists and schemers” bent on ”controlling the world,” his hospitality and awareness of the plight of refugees prevailed. 

”He assured us that big or little, he raised hell with every one of those persons,” Alex Frieder wrote of Mr. Quezon in August 

1939. ”He made them ashamed of themselves for being a victim of propaganda intended to further victimize an already perse-

cuted people.”  

It is a story few people know about; but now that the story has been told many times, it is a story we, Filipinos, should be familiar 

with. At a time when we always seem at a loss when it comes to things to be proud of in our past, this is as good an example as 

any. 

When he inaugurated Marikina Hall, the halfway house for refugees on his own land, on April 23, 1940, my grandfather was 

quoted as having said, “It is my hope, and indeed, my expectation, that the people of the Philippines will have in the future every 

reason to be glad that when the time of need came, their country was willing to extend a hand of welcome.” 

Speech By Lee Blumenthal At The Synagogue Dinner   

http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/docs/res607.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/2007/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/holocaustremembrance/
http://www.un.org/holocaustremembrance/
http://www.yadvashem.org/
http://www.un.org/holocaustremembrance/educational_women_and_Holocaust.shtml


In the fourth largest city in Israel is the Holocaust Park.  At the park is the Boulevard of the Righteous Gentiles, dedicated to non-

Jewish individuals who risked their lives to save Jews.  At one corner of the park stands the imposing Open Doors monument, the 

first Philippine monument in Israel.  The geometric sculpture of open doors represents the “feeling, sentiment and emotion as the 

Filipinos showed the courage to welcome into the country and provide humanitarian assistance for the Jews.” It is made up of 

three open doors in metal sheets of varying heights standing on a base of Romblon marble. The Romblon marble association do-

nated the marble.   The triangular patterns represent the triangles of the Philippine flag and the Star of David to mark the friendly 

relations between the two countries. The Philippines, after all, was the only Asian country to vote for the United Nations Partition 

Plan creating the State of Israel on Nov. 29, 1947.    

 

 

The sculpture also features three sets of footprints: George Loewenstein’s are carved on the first; Max Weissler, who lives in 

Israel, and is a member of our community; and Dorylyz Goffer,  Asher and Daisy’s daughter, and a granddaughter of Holocaust 

survivors.  Our association paid for shipping the monument to Israel. 

At UPIS, we opened the forum up to questions.  I was amazed that every one of the questions the children asked were right on and 

very insightful.  One question sticks in my mind.  The student said: 

 

Mr. Ambassador, you said that almost no one helped the Jews before and during the Holocaust.  You mentioned that the ship St. 

Louis with many Jews on board was not allowed to dock in many countries, including the United States.  Today there is many 

genocides going on around the world, what are Jews doing about it?   

 

It was a question that has been bouncing around my head since then.  But while preparing for today I came to realize, that by par-

ticipating in this event, we are all doing our part to make sure a Holocaust does not happen again.  So far 50 schools in Manila 

have taught the study guide sent from the United Nations in New York.  With your help and work it will be taught in all schools in 

the Philippines. 

 

By being here we are all doing our part.  I want to most of all thank the Jewish Association and the Jewish community for allowing 

me to participate in this wonderful project.  






