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To Take Out or Eat
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) Thanksgiving Theme.

Call Claire for Reservations

Speci al Ki ddushos

November 6 Doron Glazer in Memory of
Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin
November 13 Abreu Family
November 20  Birthday of Lior Liechtenstein
November 27  20th Anniversary of Fiona and Salito Malca
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ﬁ SUPPORT YOUR JEWISH We are WIFI. Come in, browse the library, have
ASSOCIATION coffee and surf the net.

OF THE PHILIPPINES
: Do you know that membership in the :
Jewish Association of the Philippines
only costs PHP18,000per year for a

JEWISH ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES
110 H. V. Dela Costa Street
Salcedo Village, Makati City

family and PHP14,000per year for sin- Philippines
Tel: (632) 815-0265

ﬁ gles? Do you know that this small ﬁ
amount goes to paying for all the Fax: (632) 840-2566
Shabaton lunches, dinners, events, Website: www.jewishphilippines.org
ﬁ salaries, ||ghtsl maintenance and up- ﬁ Email: admln@jeWIShphlllpplneSnet (JOhn Katel’)
keep of the building. And in addition presideqt@jewishphi!ipp_ines.net (Paul .Rosenberg)
to all this, your Jewish Association rabbi@jewishphilippines.net (Rabbi Azaria)
does a lot of charity work.

XX XX XX XX XX RX XX
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o Hebrew This Years
Civil Birthday Birthday Civil Date
Shoshanna WANG November 6 Cheshvan 7 October 15
Yael AZARIA November 8 Cheshvan 17 October 25
Ofri LOWY November 11 Cheshvan 13 October 21
Lior LIECHTENSTEIN| November 20 Kislev 16 November 23
Eden SHEM-TOV November 22 Kislev 9 November 16

Upcoming Kiddushos

December 4 Uziel Wang In Honor of his Birthday
December 11 Anne Zeitoune

December 18 Carina and Albert Sarfati

December 25 Minc Family

Please check Bulletin Board outside of Social Hall for future available Dates. All Kiddush bookings
are on a first come first serve basis. Upon booking please choose your menu.

lzzy Pariente

Everybody will be glad to know that Izzy
Is home and recovering in New York with
his family. He wishes to thank everyone
for their good wishes and prayers. We
wish him a continued speedy recovery.

Jewi sh Womends Auxi |

The | adies at the synagogue are currently trying to

not know the history of the synagogue, there was a very strong JWA at the synagogue until about 10 years ago and

the ladies would take care of the Shabbaton s, the Community events and some fundraising and humanitarian con-

cerns of the community. In an effort to get the group back together there have been two meetings at the syna-

gogue, one in October and one in November. E -mails were sent out to the Community e -mail listing held by Claire in
the office, so if you were inadvertently left off the list, please do write in and send us your e -mail! We would appreci-
ate any and all involvement from all of you! So far, the ladies have organized the kitchen for the weekly Shabbats

and the Mascunana and Malca families have donated various cutlery and cookware to the kitchen. The upcoming
Shabbaton with a Thanksgiving Theme, on Friday the 19th of November is underway and a sumptuous menu has

been prepared for everyone! Also organized is the Hanukah party at the Synagogue on the morning of December

the 5th, another Hanukah party sponsored for the community, by the Gilinsky, Sarfati and Zeitoune families on the 7th

and an evening Hanukah party at the Harel's the night of December the 5th. The details for all these events will be

provided soon.

We look forward to hearing from all the ladies in the community as we need your support and participation. Cur-
rently we are looking for one or two people to  create a Community Party committee, so any of you who feel you
could help in any capacity, please do let us know.
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OREN KESTON

An Inheritor Of Two Traditions
The First Filipino Soldier In Israel
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Months ago, | happened to meet a
lovely and wonderful couple from Bat
Yam., We spent a lot of time tegether,
and they soon became part of my life.
Their friendly and honest nature made
me fall in love with them. Tita Nanette,
as what everybody fondly calls her, is
a Filipina from BFf Homes, Paranaque
and is an esthetician who owns clinics
locally and internationally. The brand
name of her clinics is SkinFixx located
in Manila and San Francisco, US.A. Her
husband, Solomon Keston, Is a Polish Jew
from New Zealand, He is a Geologist by
profession and has worked and lived in
the Philippines since 1975. They met
through a common friend and fell in love
with each other.

Tita Nanette began to study Jewish
religion and history, and she eventually
converted to Judaism in 1981. Tita
Nanette and Solomon were married
twice: first in a civil wedding In Thailand,
and again in a religious wedding in
Australia. The fruit of their love — a son
named Oliver (Oren — his Israell name)
was horn and raised in the Philippines in
1977.As a Jew and a Filipino, he is a scion
of both cultures,

Oren moved to Israel when he was
around 12 vears old. While preparing for
his Bar Mitzvah, he spent his time with
his family and grandparents in Bat Yam

and learned Jewish culture and tradition
at his early age. He had his Bar Mitzvah
in Israel, and remained here for 2 years
before returning to the Philippines to
study at Dela Salle, Ayala-Alabang. Oren
eventually returned to Israel to complete
his course on higher learning (college).

when we decided to meet for an
interview, Oren was very willing to
accommodate us, in spite of his busy
schedule, He was very friendly and
gracious in sharing his experiences
and thoughts to FOCAL; Oren's story
illustrates the fascinating blend of Jewish
and Filipino culture, as seen through the
life of one young man.

Oren speaks Tagalog with a delightful
English accent. His Filipino upbringing
is evident: he is not shy in showing his
hospitality and genuine interest in
others, He shared some of the things that
he loves and misses in the Philippines,
about politics, his view about the current
mass deportation of children in Israel,
his beloved Philippines, and his desire
to return there soon and experience his
mother's homeland once again

So, when did you decide to come back
to Israel?

After 1 finished high school in Manila
from 1991-1995 and took 2 trimastars
in La Salle, Taft in Liberal Arts (Mass

Communication), | decided to come here
and get a degree.

What school did you attended here
to get your degree?

| went to Bar llan University on the
yvear 1996 with BAiIn Geography, and
a MA (Master of Arts) in Geographic
Information Systems. | was planning back
then to just get a degree and come back
home to the Philippines but during my
stay here, | fell in love with the country
and decided to stay here for a while,

Where did you learn Hebrew?

| learned it through "Olim Hadashim”
with all the Russian immigrants back then.
During those times, | also learned about
'‘Alivah’ and Israel’s history, and that's
what made me decide to live In Israel 5o,
two years later, after | got my degree, |
decided to make 'Aliyah’ when | was 18
and a year later - that was 1999 when |
was 22 years old - | decided to volunteer
for the army.

What do you do here for a living?

I am working in Online Advertising and
we are operating internationally, mostly
done in the internet. Actually this is
completely different from what | studied,
but | am enjoying it. Back then, | am &
Media Buyer and now | have moved Lo
Project Manager for Development on
Mobile Advertising. So, | have movec
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from advertising from the internet to
advertising to mobite phones.

We heard that you are the first
Filipino who joined the army in
Israel, is that true?

Yes | was, As a matter of fact, when | first
entered the army, Maarly (Army Version)
came to interview me as the First Filipino
who volunteered for the army along with
the other "Olim Hadashim” from around
the world.

What is your designation in the
army?

I was in an Infantry Unit for 1 year and
2 months, Because my parents didn't like
the idea of me spending 2 years there, |
volunteered for another program which
Is shorter

They say that when you join the army;,
when you get out, you will become a
completely different person. What
can you say about that?

Well, that may be true - because thase
boys will become men when they get out.
Imagine having these boys going into
the army when they are 18 and getting
exposed to serious responsibilities and
dutiestoprotect the land and the country.
That's a great effort. In the army, you will
learn how to push yourself to the limit

be resourceful and find yourself in the
limelight knowing that we are protecting
Qur country.

How do you feel that time during your
service?

At that age, youTre young, youre
strong... You know, you really feel
invincible, like there's no holding back,
Feels like thinking that it 'were going to
die, thenlwantit right here, right now; at
least | know | am Highting for my country.

What do you feel when you see the
other side expressing their anger
through harming innocent Jewish
people in their various horrible acts
in Jerusalem and other places?

Well of course, | feel rage and anger
seeing how bad they can be. And we
can only protect the citizens through
the walls and the army that guards them.
Like we're thinking, "If we are not going
to protect them, then who will?" Jews
have been persecuted around the world
for many centuries and finally, now, we
have our own state and country to be
proud of, and defend, So we really need
to protect the land for our people,

What important things did you learn
from the army?
I learned how to sew and how to eat

only with a fork during meals (laughing).
| also learned how to push myself to the
limit when they gave us responsibilities
that are impossible to do, but in the end
| did it. | learned camaraderie between
the groups and having strong mind and
spirit. During times when | am having a
hard time, | just need to remind myself
like, “Hell yeah, if these boys can do it in
thelr 18 years of age, and | am 22, then |
can do it too!”

Did you learn to show compassion in
the army?

Not so much during my army service
where | spent only 1 year and 2 months
near Lebanon, Now in Miluim (Reserve
Duty), which | am doing once a year, my
last operation assignment was in Nablus
where we used to do checkpoints.
Compassion, well, yes, butit's notbecause
of the army, but because of my exposures
with the enemy. Whenever | hear of all of
their horrific acts, it's really frustrating
but on the other side, | can see them as
also simple people who just want to put
food on the table for their family and
take coare of their children

If you will be given a chance to be
the leader of the nation, what is your
solution to the Arab-Jewish dispute?

Well, on my side and in their side... they

I
IN THE ARMY, YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO PUSH YOURSELF TO THE LIMIT, BE

RESOURCEFUL AND FIND YOURSELF IN THE LIMELIGHT KNOWING THAT WE ARE
PROTECTING OUR COUNTRY.”

LEN
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must accept Israel as a sovereign Jewish
State. Once that happens, than | believe
that all the rest will come in time.

ON HIS FILIPINO HERITAGE...

You have spent fifteen years living
here. How does your nationality -
being a Filipino - affect your daily
life?

Actually, when | am not telling them, they

What are the Filipino traditions and
values that you like?

Ihe most important value that | really
love is being respectful to elders,
There are a lot of instances when | am
meating girls and they would introduce
me to their parents and | will address
them as “Mr, and Mrs.” And It's kind of
uncomfortable hearing it, so they would
tell me to call them on their first names.
That is very foreign to me, because we

“LIKE WE'RE THINKING, "IF WE ARE NOT GOING TO PROTECT
THEM, THEN WHO WILL?" JEWS HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED
AROUND THE WORLD FOR MANY CENTURIES AND FINALLY, NOW,

WE HAVE OUR OWN STATE AND COUNTRY TO BE PROUD OF,
AND DEFEND., SO WE REALLY NEED TO PROTECT THE LAND FOR
OUR PEOPLE.”

wouldn't notice. And when | am telling
them, then thoy are showing interest
about my country and my culture, They
are asking questions like, "Are there lews
in the Philippines? How did you grow up?”
and a lot of things, Back then, when | was
young, was religious and | was wearinga
"Kippa," people would ask me, like, "Were
you religious also in the Philippines?”
and | am telling them, "No," and | just had
it when | came to Israel, But | would tell
them that we also have a synagogue in
Makati

used to address them as 'Tite' or Tita
but eventually | have gotten used to it
already.

Part of being Filipino can also be seen
on me by loving Basketball like every
Fllipino does® What else, | think also
being thoughtful and romantic, you
knove the whole courtship thing, being
a gentleman, and Israeli girls love IL
Filipinos also love to laugh and joke
around, being "Kengkoy”, lighthearted
and alot of things

Whatdoyoulove about beingin Israel
and in Jewish Tradition?

| feel that this is also my home, my
heritage, | wanted to be part of it, and
wanted to help the country. During
my Allyah, | learned a lot about Jevish
traditions and history, and at that
moment | hegan to completely fall in love
with Israel, its land, the people and the
traditions.

What food do you love in the
Philippines?
tamafanoffish,sollove o eat"Bangus”,
"Galunggong™ and a lot of things. | also
love Western food like hamburgers,

When did you learn to cook and do
household chores?

I learned it when | was in college, when
I suddenly became alone because there's
nobody to help me. So | learned how to
do laundry and do household chores. It's
not like back then in the Philippines when
I just throwr my things in the laundry and
the next day, all my clothes are well-
ironed and ready (laughing),

My parents left Manila only in the year
2004, so | really learned a lot of things
by myself. | learned how to cook food
but it's not that hard because we have a
lot of ready stuffs here, just put it in the
microwave and it's ready.

So, when they asked me if | know how to
cook, and they would ask me if Iknow how
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10 cook "Adobo”, and it's funny because |
really don't know, so they would say, “Ah
man, youre not really Filipino because
you don't know how to make Adobo
hahahaha!"

Are you well aware of the current
government (in the Philippines)?

Not so much, but when | spent my last
vacation there, | think it was the election
time for presidency. So among all the
candidates, | think If | would be given
the chance to vote, then | would choose
"GIBO". He has a good platform, he's not
corrupt, and has a good background too,
But then, | heard some arguments that
if there is corruption in the Philippines,
that means there is money being moved,

Now If money moves, then there is
something happening likeinfrastructures
getting done, They sald like, during
deceasad President Cory Aquino's term,
she is not corrupt, she Is a straight arrow.
But nothing really happened, like, there
is no moving forward, no development,

What do you think is the main problem
of the Filipinos?

| think the people are very influenced
by the magic box called "TV. Through
this thing they are influenced about who
are the good people and how they should
vote, which is not right. If they are seeing
these celebrities portraying a good role
in the movies or in television, they are
thinking that maybe they will do good
in politics too. They should know how
10 study a leader’s background through
their competency and their skills, and
not because they are popular. Because a
leader should be smart and wise enough
10 run a nation,
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Also, Filipinos should know how to move
forward and learn how tosolve aproblem.
They need to think outside the box. For
example, during one of our rounds in
Manila, our taxi came Into a one-way
road because there is no barrier. So, my
taxi driver came forward and there's a
policeman at the end of the road, and
this policeman won't let us pass. Why?
Because the road Is closed, and the taxi
driver is not supposed to enter.

Fine, they had a completely good
argument, but there is something wrong
there, So okay, the policeman made a
good point and the driver is wrong, but
still, they continue arguing like "Bakit ka
pumasok?”’, "Eh kasi bukaseh!", you know
like arguing who is right or wrong? But

the event without reaching any solution,
and just prove who's right or wrong. Let's
move forward,

So, bumaba ako at sabi ko sa police,
‘Yes, tama ka, so let's solve this, | mean
a solution should be present In the
problem.

| don't exactly know because this is
just my opinion, if it really applied to the
Filipinos, because | know Filipinos have
great minds and are a great people. They
should learn how to move outside the box
and move forward, instead of burying
themselves to the problem. | mean, look
for solutions.

Also, there will be a big change in the
government if the President could have
a close connection with the PNPE, military,
and clean the government of wayward
officials, The government should also
invest in the people and clean the
corruption. The Filipinos should also have
a separation of religion and the state.

What can you say about the recent
hostage-drama that  happened
in Manila causing the people of
Hong Kong so much anger with the
Philippines?

Oh my, | am really embarrassed by
that. But still, what Hong Kong people
really did was not fair. | mean, this case is
very isolated, | mean, it could happen to
anyone, it can be a Korean bus or bus full
of Filipinos, Nobody's expecting that,




This is also a wake-up call for the
current government to focus more on
improving the country's peace and ordor
and to impose measures, develop new
strategies, strengthen the Armed Forces
and show concern for its citizens.

What canyou say about the remaining
400 children that are about to be
deported?

Itis very unfortunate for these children,
but | think the analogy is wrong because
the thing that happened to them after
the Holocaust and everything: | know
hows Jews put the children on a pedestal.
And thinking that these children were
brought into this world as part of human
nature, | think they should be more
considerate not to deport them. Why do
they nead to send them away from their
parents? And basically, these foreian
workers  will eventually come back
home in the Philippines no matter what,
because they are just staying here for
financial reasons and send money home.

My girlfriend is also o commercinl lawyer
and both of us don't suppart these kinds
of things, She assisted them to il out
forms in Hebrew requesting them to stay
inisrael, | think they shouldn't treat these

" | ALSO LEARNED HOW TO PUSH MYSELF TO THE LIMIT WHEN

THEY GAVE US RESPONSIBILITIES THAT ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO DO,

BUT IN THE END | DID IT. | LEARNED CAMARADERIE BETWEEN THE

GROUPS AND HAVING STRONG MIND AND SPIRIT. DURING TIMES

WHEN | AM HAVING A HARD TIME, | JUST NEED TO REMIND MYSELS

LIKE, "HELL YEAH, IF THESE BOYS CAN DO IT IN THEIR 18 YEARS
OF AGE, AND | AM 22, THEN | CAN DO 1T TOO!"

because these foreign workers play a big
role in the community, especially to the
elder people,

Are you proud to be a Filipino?

Well, yes of course! Filipinos are very
unique, and have o beautiful country
and traditions. We have a lot of beaches
and scenery that are really breathtaking.
Filipinos are also very accommodating
people and are helping each other. As far
as | know, the Philippines achieved the
first democracy in Southeast Asia, and
we should be proud of that. Our heritage

andour culture have marked and touched
people from around the world.

What do you miss most back home in
the Philippines?

| miss my barkadas, the gimmicks, the
beaches, and of course the famous UAAP
(Universities Athletic Association of the
Philippines) basketball games. Actually,
were coming home this January for a
friends wedding and | also wanted to
bring my girlfriend Yael to let her see the
actual basketball game. It would be fun!




Education at our Synagogue

Sunday Ulpan

The New Sunday School has exceeded all of our expectations. Many more children are
attending then we anticipated. The children are learning Hebrew and Torah and Bible stories,
and about Judaism. We wish to thank all the parents who are helping in this endeavor.
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Weekday Kindergarten

The Gan since i1itdéds start in July has been teachi
age, they learn motor skills as well as learning skills. Their English and Hebrew is rapidly
improving. They are learning Torah and Bible stories.
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ART SOKOLOW

The Jewish Association notes with great sadness the passing of Art Sokolow. Art fought in
World War Il and the Israeli War for Independence. Art lived in the Phillipines for many
years. He was a great friend to many in the community. A Memorial Service and break-
fast were held in the Synagogue.
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BOOKS FROM OUR LIBRARY

Every month we will review a book which is in our library. We encourage eve-
ryone to use our library. According to Rabbi Talmid, we have the largest library
in Southeast Asia. It is here for your reading and learning pleasure.

The Call of the Torah

by Rabbi Elie Munk
Edited by Rabbi Nosson Scherman and Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz
RABBI ELTE MUNK Magnificent anthology of interpretation and commentary on the

4N EID Five Books of Moses. Rabbi Munk nourishes the minds and hearts
‘ “‘ . J. 5 of his readers, showing how the truths of the Torah apply to both
‘AR AMEID the individual and the universe. He gives us the direct rational
T"I‘ ‘ll meaning of the text and delves beneath the surface for ethical

4 and mystical insights. He draws on all the classic commentators

A and on the writings of many other major authorities, and spices
his expositions with his own keen ideas and interpretations. To
read his works is to be in the presence of a master and to feel
that one has grasped a link of the authentic chain of Torah trans-
mission.

FABULOUS DONATION

Special thanks to
Jerome Chester for
his wonderful
donation of this
" beautiful painting
of a Rabbi.
The painting was
from the estate of
Leibel and Nina
Salamon
(Dyner) donated
by their children
and grandchildren




COME JOIN OUR FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBATON.
NOVEMEBER 19 THE THEME WILL BE AMERICAN
THANKSGIVING.

WE ARE BRINGING IN KOSHER TURKEY'S FROM THE
U.S.

LEARN WHAT THANKSGIVING HAS TO DO WITH
JUDAISM.

MEMBER PHP700, NON MEMBER PHP1,000, CHILDREN
PHP400
NOVEMBER 19 AT 7pm
CALL CLAIRE FOR RESERVATIONS



We are pleased to announce that, as a special service for visitors and for local residents
kosher meals can now be ordered for consumption at the synagogue or for "take away"

Orders should be placed one day before they are required

The following menu is currently available

MEAT
Whole Chicken Roasted/baked (Price per Kilo) 480.00
Chicken (breast) Schnitzel (good for two people) 370.00
Baked Chicken Leg (good for two people) 350.00
(All meat dishes are served with a choice of potatoes or
rice)
PARVE (per person)
Fried Asuhos with Rice or Potato 280.00
Tuna Salad 95.00
Falafel 170.00
DAIRY
Medium Size Pizza with Shredded Mozarella Cheese &
225.00
Tomato Sauce
Large Pizza with Black Olives, Sliced Onions, Sliced To-
mato,
Tomato Sauce & Mozarella Cheese 370.00
VEGETABLES (per person) 25.00
Carrots 40.00
Zuchini
70.00
Bunch of Asparagus
210.00
Humus
Mixed Roast Vegetable 225.00
SALADS (per person)
Israeli Salad 100.00
Tabouli 165.00
SANDWICHES
Pita Sandwiches (with Sliced Cheese, Tomato Cucumber
) 80.00
& Pickes)
with egg 90.00
Lachmaniot (with Cream Cheese, Tomato, Cucumber &
; 100.00
Pickles)
Lachmaniot Meatburger
(with Mustard, Mayonnaise, Sliced Tomato & Pickles) 100.00
Pita Meatburger
(with Sliced Onions, Pickles, Tomato, Mustard & Mayon- 110.00

naise)
Tuna Sandwich 110.00
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AVON HAS MOVED

Since the early 198006s, when the new Synagoc
the Synagogue was in has been rented by Avon. We have been very fortunate that
for all these years the rental was abl e to

As of December 1, they left. We are actively trying to rent the building. In the mean-
time, we need all the help we can get. We need families and individuals who are
not members to join. We will annualize all membership dues to begin January 1,
2010. If you have paid already for part of 2010, we will pro rate. But all dues will be-
gin starting January 1. Please also update all of your membership information includ-
ing birthdays, anniversaries, Yahrzeits. Any help we can get to rent the building will

be greatly appreciated. Information is below.
Location: 1963 Taft Avenue Corner of Quirino Avenue

Floor Area: 1,500 sgm over 2 floors
Building available from December 1,2009. There is parking in the front of the building.
For BPO/Call Center it can seat 330.

Located conveniently near many Universities, like dela Salle.

Sale or Lease of Makati Apartment Owned by
Asher Gofer

2 BR Apt. about 65 SQM, fully furnished, with a parking lot, at the newly opened GSM

Condominium along H. V. de la Costa Street, just 50 meters or so from the Synagogue!

Will be ready for lease or sale by June 2010. Interested parties may contact Jun Villareal
@ 09175204081 or e-mail us at agoffer@neto.net.il for more details.




